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HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1914. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  second  Annual  Report  I wish  first  to 
thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  thoughtful  and  courteous 
consideration  they  have  given  to  my  reports  and  recommendations 
during  the  year,  and  also  to  thank  the  Council’s  officers  for 
the  kindly  assistance  which  they  have  constantly  given  me  at 
all  times.  A great  deal  of  excellent  sanitary  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  many  directions. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  North  West  Essex  is  nearly 
completed,  the  formation  of  the  Halstead  Joint  Hospital  Board  is 
well  advanced,  the  Earls  Colne  Water  Supply  is  in  use,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  Housing  work  has  been  commenced, 
although  perhaps  we  have  not  progressed  as  rapidly  with  Housing 
Inspection  as  I hoped  we  might.  There  is  still  a great  deal  to 
be  done  in  this  connection,  and  I hope  the  Council  will  consider 
whether  any  steps  can  be  taken  to  expedite  it. 

I regret  to  have  to  chronicle  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
at  Castle  Hedingham  in  the  autumn,  but  I hope  that  even  this 
unfortunate  occurrence  may  lead  to  some  good  as  the  Council  are 
thereby  persuaded  to  deal  with  the  questions  of  sewerage  and 
water  supply. 

A.  NATURAL  AND  vSOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Physical  Features. — The  district  comprises  38,712  acres 
and  is  divided  into  16  parishes.  It  comprises  the  watershed  of 
the  River  Colne,  which  rises  in  the  north-western  end  of  the 
district,  and,  running  in  a south-easterly  direction,  practically 
bisects  the  district  in  its  longest  axis  of  13  miles.  The  width  of 
the  district  averages  about  6 miles. 
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UKIFESoin  CCLLEGIi. 

This  river  and  its  tributary  streams  lie  in  broad  valleys, 
which  intersect  the  district,  and  cause  a general  undulating  surface 
varying  in  height  from  330ft,  to  Nott  above  Ordnance  Datum. 

The  subsoil  is  chiefly  clay,  but  in  most  places  deposits  of 
gravel  or  sand  are  found,  which  are  water  bearing.  Under  this 
is  a layer  of  London  clay,  which  rests  upon  the  chalk.  In  the 
greater  portion  of  the  district  the  chalk  lies  at  a depth  of  from 
200-150  feet,  but  on  the  northern  boundary  it  lies  nearer  the 
surface  as  it  is  approaching  its  outcrop  near  Sudbury. 

Population,  Social  Conditions,  Ktc. — Various  aspects  01 
the  census  reports  were  discussed  last  year  The  census  popu- 
lation was  10,332  in  19  ri,  and  I estimate  it  to  have  been  10,383 
iu  the  middle  of  the  year  1914. 

During  the  autumn  a good  many  young  men  have  left  the 
district  to  join  the  aimy,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  have  been 
troops  billeted  at  Karls  Colne. 

The  entire  district  is  under  cultivation,  with  a comparatively 
large  proportion  of  arable  land  and  a small  proportion  of  grass 
land.  The  proportion  of  the  latter  is  probably  not  increasing  In 
the  northern  third  of  the  district  there  is  little  other  employment 
than  in  agriculture.  In  the  southern  portion  there  is  also  indus- 
trial employment. 

At  Earls  Colne  a thriving  iron  foundry  employs  300  mem 
and  a silk  factory  100  women  and  girls.  At  Sible  Hedingham 
there  is  a steam  joinery  works,  which  employs  100,  and  is  in- 
creasing in  size.  In  this  parish  there  has  been  a large  bride 
making  industry,  which  has  declined  considerably,  and  now- 
probably  .employs  only  150  hands  in  comparison  with  300  or  so 
a few  years  ago.  The  work  in  these  brickfields  is  of  an  inter- 
mittent nature. 

In  the  Halstead  Urban  District,  which  lies  in  the  centre 
of  the  Rural  District,  there  is  a large  silk  factory  employing  800 
women  and  200  men,  and  a foundry  employing  250  men.  Most 
of  the  men  live  in  the  Urban  District,  but  a good  number  of  the 
women  live  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  Rural  District,  and  work 
in  the  factory,  rather  than  leave  the  district  as  domestic  servants. 
At  Great  Yeldham  is  a small  and  recently  established  engineering 
works,  employing  about  16-20  men. 

On  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  enlisted,  there 
has  been  a very  considerable  scarcity  of  labour  during  the  later 
months  of  the  year,  and  the  figures  for  Poor  Relief  are  not 
expected  to  show  any  increase.  The  latest  official  returns,  how- 
ever, hardly  cover  this  period. 

The  only  available  figures  are  for  the  whole  Union,  which 
includes  the  Urban  District  ot  Halstead.  On  a population  basis, 
the  Rural  District  comprises  roughly  two  thirds  and  the  Urban 
District  one  third  of  the  Union. 
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The  following  summary  has  kindly  been  prepared  for  me 
by  the  Clerk  : — 


1904  1914 


Jan. 

July 

Jan. 

July 

No.  of  Outdoor  Paupers 

39 1 

366 

256 

273 

,,  Indoor  Paupers 

110 

98 

93 

83 

,,  Lunatics 

59 

57 

70 

66 

For 

the  half-years  ending 

March  1914 

Sept. 

March  1914 

Sept. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Cost  of  Out -relief 

892 

838 

649 

682 

, In-maintenance 

785 

567 

713 

620 

,,  Lunatics 

856 

775 

1001 

1039 

The  facilities  for  hospital  accommodation 

are  poor. 

There 

is  a small  Cottage  Hospital  in  the  Urban  District ; the  others  that 
aie  used  to  a slight  extent  being  at  Colchester,  Cambridge,  and 
London.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  at  a room  in  Halstead 
once  a week. 


B.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Water  Supply. 

Earls  Colne.  — The  new  public  supply  here  is  now 
practically  completed,  and  the  water  has  been  in  use  since  the 
early  autumn. 

The  works  consist  of  a well  constructed  of  iron  cylinders, 
3 s feet  deep,  from  the  bottom  of  which  a iof  inch  bore  extends 
down  to  a depth  from  the  surface  of  265  feet  into  the  chalk, 
which  lies  at  a level  of  165  feet.  The  lower  S5  feet  of  the  bore 
within  the  chalk  are  unlined.  Up  this  bore  the  water  rises  into 
the  well  to  a level  of  6ft.  loin,  from  the  surface,  and  after  the  test 
pumping  of  14  days,  it  was  only  lowered  to  18ft.  6in.  After  an 
ordinary  day’s  pumping  it  is  only  lowered  to  10ft.,  and  the  level 
is  quickly  regained.  The  water  is  pumped  by  duplicate  gas 
engines  of  10  h.p.  and  three  throw  pumps  to  the  water-tower  at 
the  rate  of  4,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  tower  stands  three  quarters  of  a mile  away  in  the 
highest  part  of  the  parish.  The  bottom  of  the  tank  is  30  feet  above 
ground  level  and  160  teet  above  the  pumping  station,  and  has 
a capacity  ot  39,000  gallons.  Owing  to  the  desirability  of  supply- 
ing the  outlying  parts  of  the  parish  as  far  as  possible,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  lay  over  six  and  a half  miles  of  mains,  which  has 
made  the  total  eost  very  heavy  (about  .£8,350)  ; but  the 
money  has  been  well  spent,  as  a good  water  supply  is  of  immense 
benefit  to  any  parish.  At  the  end  of  the  year  240  houses,  farms, 
and  factories  had  been  connected  up,  and  the  daily  consumption 
was  about  five  hours  pumping,  or  20,000  gallons. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  springs  and 
shallow  wells. 
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White  Colne . — In  the  portion  ol  this  parish  near  the 
Railway  Station  some  of  the  wells  dry  during  the  summer  months, 
causing  great  inconvenience.  Some  of  the  other  wells  are  not 
above  suspicion  of  pollution  after  heavy  rainfall  and  the  supply 
is  not  satisfactory.  As  the  water  mains  of  the  Earls  Colne  supply 
are  now  laid  right  into  this  district,  I hoped  it  might  have  been 
possible  for  a supply  to  be  obtained  theretrom,  but  negotiations 
between  the  two  parishes  have  ended  in  failure.  After  a little 
further  experience  of  working  it  may  be  possible  to  estimate  more 
accurately  the  cost  of  production  of  the  Earls  Colne  water,  and 
I hope  the  Council  will  see  that  the  matter  is  re-opened  and  a 
solution  of  the  deadlock  arrived  at,  if  possible.  They  are  respon 
sible  for  seeing  that  the  district  is  properly  supplied  with  water, 
and  I do  trust  that  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  present 
supply  here. 

Castle  Hedingham.  — An  outbreak  ot  typhoid  fever  in, 
this  village  must,  I think,  be  attributed  to  pollution  of  several 
of  the  wells  in  the  lower  part  of  the  village,  further  details 
of  which  are  given  on  page  n.  I rm  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  these  must  have  been  liable  to  pollution  by  sewage 
matter,  especially  during  dry  summers,  for  some  years,  but  that  no 
obvious  injury  to  health  has  occurred,  because  by  good  fortune 
the  polluting  matter  has  not  contained  active  disease-producing 
organisms.  But  an  unjustifiable  risk  is  being  run  all  the  time 
and  when  at  any  time  they  are  introduced  with  the  polluting 
matter,  this  risk  materialises  and  a serious  epidemic  appears. 
This  is  a striking  object  lesson  of  how  polluted  wells  may  yield 
a water  which  for  years  may  cause  no  obvious  illness  (and  even 
be  considered  by  its  consumers  the  best  in  the  district),  simply  on 
account  of  the  lucky  absence  from  the  polluting  matter  of  any 
disease-bearing  germs  ; and  of  how  necessary  it  is  to  deal  with 
such  wells  before  rather  than  after  any  obvious  illness  is  caused 
thereby. 

But  when  one  suggests  such  a course,  the  first  objection 
raised  is  that  people  have  drunk  the  water  for  years  without  ill 
effects  The  Council  are  appointing  an  engineer  to  advise  them 
with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a more  satisfactory  supply  for 
this  village. 

No  new  public  wells  have  been  sunk  or  private  wells 
taken  over  by  the  Council  The  private  well  supplying  8 
cottages  at  Cut  Maple,  Sible  Hedingham,  is  not  in  a satisfactory 
state.  A proposal  to  take  it  over  as  a public  supply  was  discussed 
by  the  Council,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

Water  certificates  have  been  granted  for  1 1 new  houses. 
In  nine  instances  the  water  is  obtained  from  five  new  private 
wells  and  the  water  has  been  analysed  before  the  certificates 


have  been  granted.  New  wells  have  also  been  sunk  at  Sible 
Hedingham  School  and  at  the  new  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  River  Colne  and  its  tributary 
brooks  are  the  only  ones  of  importance,  and  undoubtedly  some 
olludw-x.  population  occurs  in  its  course  through  the  district. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — At  Castle  Hedingham  are  a 
number  of  old  sewers  which  discharge  into  boggy  ground  below 
the  village.  The  sewage  traverses  this  so  slowly  by  means  of 
long  shallow  ditches  that  it  is  partially  purified  before  it  enters 
the  river.  As,  however,  recent  events  have  made  it  almost  certain 
that  some  of  the  wells  derive  .heir  supply  at  times  from  this 
marshy  ground,  the  Council  have  appointed  an  engineer  to 
advise  them  as  to  the  pc  ssibility  of  providing  a more  satisfactory 
method  of  disposal  at  a reasonable  cost.  It  must  not,  however, 
be  overlooked  that  the  present  method  is  very  similar  to  that 
on  a sewage  farm,  and  would  not  be  very  objectionable  if  it 
were  not  so  close  to  the  village. 

At  Sible  Hedingham,  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report,  the 
new  sewer  in  Alexandra  Road  and  Swan  Street  is  in  hand  and 
will  soon  be  completed.  It  will  prove  to  be  a very  great  benefit 
to  this  part  of  the  parish,  the  want  of  which  has  been  felt  for 
some  time, 

Other  parishes  which  have  any  sewers  are  Great  Yeldliam, 
Colne  Engaine,  White  Colne,  and  Earls  Colne. 

The  majority  of  these  are  old  [road  drains  or  piped-in 
ditches,  but  most  of  them  convey  only  sink  slops  and  have  no 
water  closets  connected.  Care  is  taken  to  avoid  the  connection  of 
water  closets  with  these  sewers  as  far  as  possible,  but  now  that 
there  is  to  be  a public  water  supply  at  Karls  Colne  the  question 
of  any  increase  in  the  number  of  water  closets  will  have  to  be 
carefully  considered  if  the  provision  of  sewage  disposal  works  is 
to  be  avoided  in  the  near  future. 

Closet  Accommodation, — The  usual  type  is  the  cesspit 
p'. ivy,  even  in  some  of  the  most  recently  constructed  houses. 
The  approximate  numbers  are  as  follows: — 


Cesspit  Privies 

1364 

Pail  Closets 

512 

Water  Closets 

288 

..  hand-flushed 

n 

60 

2224 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  2588,  so  that  the 
majority  have  separate  closets.  Where  this  is  not  so,  I think  the 
time  has  c me  for  the  Council  to  require  their  provision  During 
the  vear  4.?  privies  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets,  and  I 
have  recommended  that  the  rate  of  conversion  should  be  very 
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materially  increased,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  a cesspit  privy, 
however  well  constructed,  is  a very  undesirable  thing.  Even  if 
it  does  not  leak  and  pollute  the  surrounding  soil  and  adjacent 
well,  it  forms  a breeding  place  for  various  kinds  of  flies,  and  is 
opposed  to  the  scientific  disposal  of  excreta  by  the  nitrifying 
micro-organisms  which  are  to  be  found  in  top  few  inches  of 
recently  dug  soil. 

Byelaws  might  with  advantage  be  adopted  insisting  upon 
the  weekly  removal  of  the  pails,  and  printed  cards  supplied  for 
fixing  in  the  closets  giving  directions  for  the  proper  way  of 
disposing  of  the  excreta. 

New  trough  closets  have  been  fixed  at  Messrs  Ripper’s 
factory  and  at  the  Sible  Hedingham  Schools,  which  are  a great 
improvement  upon  the  previous  accommodation. 

Scavenging. — None  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  and  I 
do  not  think  it  urgent  at  the  present  time  in  any  parish.  In  Earls 
Colne  village  Messrs.  R.  Hunt  and  Co.  make  a weekly  collection 
of  house  refuse  from  the  houses  they  own,  which  does  a great 
deal  towards  preventing  any^  nuisance  there. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District.— This  work  has 
been  carried  on  by  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year, 
and  a tabular  statement  of  the  amount  done  is  shown  on  page  17. 
The  amount  of  work  now  required  by  the  Housing  Regula- 
tions of  1910  makes  it  difficult  for  other  important  matters  to 
be  attended  to  as  thoroughly  as  is  desirable,  and  Mr.  Cross  has 
had  to  give  a great  deal  of  time  this  year  to  supei  vising  the  laying 
of  the  service  pipes  from  the  Earls  Colne  water  mains. 

Knackers  Yards, 

Offensive  Trades,  / There  are  none 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1 in  the  district. 

Underground  Sleeping  Rooms,  / 

Schools. — There  are  17  Public  Elementary  Schools 
one  Secondary  School  in  the  district,  which  are  visited  from  time 
to  time. 

Considerable  improvements  have  recently  been  made  in  the 
lighting,  ventilation,  heating,  and  closet  accommodation  as  the 
result  of  a survey  of  all  the  schools  made  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. A few  schools  remain  to  be  dealt  with,  and  then  I think 
the  majority  will  be  satisfactory. 

The  improvement  of  the  water  supply  and  closet  accommo 
dation  at  the  Sibie  Hedingham  School  has  already  been  referred 
to. 

Attention  to  the  sanitary  condition  ot  the  schools  is  also 
paid  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  County  Education  Committee, 
who  carry  out  the  work  of  medical  inspection. 
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Milk  Supply. — There  are  46  registered  cowkeepers  in  the 
district.  Substantial  improvements  have  been  made  to  the 
premises  in  one  instance.  Some  of  the  larger  ones  are  fairly  satis- 
factory, but  the  majority  are  small  and  unsatisfactory  and  only 
sell  milk  locally,  or  in  the  Urban  District,  very  little  milk  being 
sent  to  London.  No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to 
tuberculous  milk. 

Bakehouses. — The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  in 
most  instances  are  kept  in  a fairly  cleanly  condition.  In  four 
cases  has  it  been  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupier 
to  want  of  cleanliness. 

Slaughter  Houses.  — The  slaughter  houses  are  inspected’ 
Some  are  very  old  and  unsatisfactory.  A Committee  are  con- 
sidering my  recommendation  that  the  Council  should  apply  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  power  to  adopt  bye-laws. 

No  unsound  food  has  been  seized  in  the  district,  although 
a look-out  has  been  kept. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  Acts.  Milk  and  Cream 
Regulations. — These  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council, 
and  I have  no  information  as  to  the  number  of  samples  taken  in 
this  district. 

It  is,  I think,  desirable  to  point  out  that  under  the  above 
Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  1912,  that  no 
preservative  of  any  kind  may  now  be  added  to  milk  for  sale. 

Housing.— This  question  has  occupied  a great  deal  of  my 
attention  during  the  year. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  real  progress  with  the 
systematic  scheme  of  Housing  Inspection  that  was  commenced 
in  1913,  and  considerable  results  have  been  achieved.  In  Tanuary 
a Housing  Committee  was  appointed  which  met  and  inspected 
Houses  at  Stambourne  on  February  21st  and  at  Sible  Hedingham 
on  June  10th,  and  has  also  held  five  meetings  at  the  Board  Room 
at  Halstead  to  consider  the  Inspectors’  and  my  reports.  281 
houses  have  been  inspected  and  the  prescribed  records  kept ; 28 
Closing  Orders  have  been  made;  and  101  notices  for  repairs 
have  been  complied  with 

The  prescribed  tabular  statement  of  woik  done  during  1914 
under  the  Housing  Acts  is  as  follows  : — 

No  1 No.  2 
Sub.  Dist.  Sub.  Dist.  Total 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose 

of  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  — 


ound  defective 

81 

175 

'ound  not  defective  ... 

16 

9 

Total  ... 

1)7 

184 

281 

8 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 
were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for  human 


habitation 

3 

19 

22 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders  ... 

3 

19 

22 

No.  of  closing  orders  made 

9 

19 

28 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  the  defects 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of 
closing  orders  ... 

40 

61 

101 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  making 
of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit  state 
for  human  habitation  ... 

1 

1 

9 

General  Chatacler  of  the  Defects. — These  are  much  the  same 
as  those  found  last  year,  which  are  fully  described  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1913. 

The  conditions  of  the  district  were  fully  discussed  in  my 
report  last  year.  The  inspections  this  year  have  been  chiefly  in 
the  parishes  of  Stambourne  (where  every  house  has  now  been 
inspected)  and  Sible  Hedingham.  In  the  latter  parish  Closing 
Orders  have  been  made  in  14  of  the  worst  instances.  Two  of  the 
cottages  closed  have  been  demolished  by  the  owner,  who  is  erecting 
two  new  ones  in  their  place.  The  scarcity  of  houses  in  Great 
Yeldham  is  no  longer  so  acute,  and  recently  there  were  five  or  six 
cottages  vacant.  The  situation  at  Ridgeweil  has  been  relieved 
by  the  thorough  repair  and  improvement  by  conversion  into  five 
of  a row  of  eight  cottages  which  had  become  practically  derelict. 
Toppesfield  is  still  awaiting  inspection  as  soon  as  possible 

The  question  of  providing  new  accommodation  has  been 
considered  by  the  Council  on  several  occasions.  There  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  much  difficulty  in  the  re-housing  of  the  persons 
displaced  by  the  Closing  Orders,  and  I have  recommended  them 
to  see  to  what  extent  the  present  cottages  will  be  improved  before 
commencing  any  building  schemes.  Unless,  however,  very  con- 
siderable improvements  are  carried  out  to  several  cottages  at 
High  Street  Green,  Sible  Hedingham,  shortly  I think  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  question  of  the  accom- 
modation in  this  parish  : — 

Only  1 1 new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  in  the 
the  following  parishes  : — 

Colne  Engaine  2.  Great  Maplestead  1. 

Halstead  Rural  1.  Castle  Hedingham  2. 

Earls  Colne  1.  Sible  Hedingham  4. 

No  byelaws  with  regard  to  new  buildings  are  in  force  in 
the  district. 

Workshops,  Workplaces,  etc. — By  the  kindness  of  the 
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Factory  Inspector,  I have  been  able  to  compare  the  Council’s 
Register  of  Workshops  with  his  and  bring  it  up  to  date. 

There  are  79  on  the  register,  many  of  which  are  men’s 
workshops  and  do  not  require  much  supervision  ; 1 13  inspections 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the  four  defects  found  have 
been  remedied.  These  were  all  cases  of  insufficient  cleanliness  in 
bakehouses, 

Home  Work.' — Three  lists  have  been  received  and  the 
premises  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

Q SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Staff.— -The  Urban  Council  is  one  of  the  five  constituent 
districts  ot  the  North  Essex  United  District,  which  employs  a 
whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  duties  of  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  Housing 
Inspector,  and  Road  Surveyor  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Cross  for 
No.  1 sub-district  and  by  Mr.  Eade  for  No.  2 sub-district,  who 
now  find  their  time  very  fully  occupied  since  the  increase  of  their 
work  entailed  by  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910,  especially  as  so  much  time  has  to  be  spent  in  travelling. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  No.  2 district,  where  there  is  proportion- 
ately a great  deal  the  more  work  to  be  done  with  regard  to 
housing,  is  also  actually  the  larger. 

Hospital  Accommodation.— In  February  a local  inquiry 
was  held  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Macewen,  an  Inspector  01  the  Local 
Government  Board,  into  the  applications  of  the  Rural  and  Urban 
Councils  for  the  formation  of  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  to  take  over 
and  enlarge  the  Urban  1 istriet  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Mount  Hill  Halstead. 

The  Provisional  Order  constituting  the  Board  was  confirmed 
by  Parliament  in  August.  The  members  have  been  elected, 
several  meetings  have  been  held,  and  plans  of  the  proposed 
extensions  have  been  discussed ; and  early  in  the  year  it  is 
expected  that  the  Board  will  formally  take  over  the  Hospital  and 
commence  the  extensions. 

This  hospital  has  been  of  very  great  service  again.  Two 
cases  of  diphtheria  and  eight  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  admitted 
from  the  Rural  District  under  the  old  agreement  with  the  Urban 
Council. 

The  Rural  Council’s  old  Isolation  Hospital  at  Castle 
Hedingham  was  used  for  scarlet  fever  patients  in  the  spring,  but 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  it  has  temporarily  been 
absolutely  reserved  for  small-pox  cases  from  North-West  Essex 
since  the  summer,  when  it  was  felt  there  was  considerable  risk 
of  the  introduction  of  the  disease  from  abroad  by  refugees. 

To  make  permanent  provision  for  small  pox  cases,  the 
Council  has  entered  into  a combination  of  districts  in  North-West 
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Essex  for  the  provision  oi  a hospital.  The  site  finally  chosen  was 
in  the  Halstead  Rural  District,  at  Collyers  in  Sible  Hedingham 
parish,  and  this  Council  was  therefore  asked  to  make  the  arrange 
ments  for  and  superintend  the  erection  of  the  hospital,  which  is 
now  nearly  completed.  The  buildings  consist  of  a substantial 
combined  caretaker’s  house  and  administrative  block  in  brick  ; 
a ward  block  containing  eight  beds,  and  a laundry  and  mortuary 
block,  of  galvanised  iron  and  wood,  and  asbestos  lining;  and  there 
is  plenty  of  room  on  the  site  for  further  temporary  accommodation 
should  it  be  required  at  any  time. 

Bye-laws,  Adoptive  Acts,  Etc.  The  statement  made  in 
last  year’s  Report  was  incorrect. 

The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1S90,  and  the  Infectious 
Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  were  both  adopted  on  January  9th, 
1891.  The  Council  possess  no  urban  powers  and  and  have  no 
bye-laws  in  force,  but  they  are  considering  a series  dealing 
with  slaughter-houses. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work  — The  outbreak 
of  typhoid  at  Castle  Hedingham  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  have 
a considerable  number  ot  samples  of  water  examined,  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologically,  and  the  majority  of  these  have 
been  analysed  at  the  Counties  Public  Healtli  Laboratories  at 
London,  where  other  bacteriological  work  is  also  carried  out  in 
the  Council’s  expense,  and  during  1914  the  following  examinations 


have  been  made 

Analysis  of  Waters — Chemical  ...  ...  16 

Bacteriological  ...  ...  10 

Examination  of  Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria...  ..  3 

,,  ,,  Sputum  for  Tubercle  ...  ...  1 

„ ,,  Blood  for  Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  3 


D.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Notifiable. — From  Table  II.  it  will  be  seen  that  n cases 
of  enteric  fever,  28  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  4 cases  of  diphtheria 
have  been  notified.  The  cases  of  enteric  or  typhoid  fever  were  all 
connected  with  the  outbreak  at  Castle  Hedingham,  and  a Special 
Report  was  presented  to  the  Council  on  this  subject  in  November, 
and  so  it  need  not  be  referred  to  at  length  here. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  February,  and  the  next  in 
September  at  house  A.  At  neither  of  these  was  the  water  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  the  connection  between  them  is  not 
obvious.  From  October  1 8th  to  28th  3 cases  were  notified  from 
a third  house  (B),  and  on  the  latter  date  another  case  at  a 
fourth  house  (C)  These  two  houses  were  subsequently  found 
to  have  grossly  polluted  water  supplies.  On  November  5th  two 
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cases  were  notified  in  adjacent  houses  (D),  where  the  well  was 
analysed  a year  ago  and  known  to  be  liable  to  pollution,  and 
was  therefore  only  used  for  slopping  purposes,  tho  drinking 
water  being  obtained  from  the  Council’s  pump  at  Pye  Corner. 
On  November  6th  a case  occurred  in  Falcon  Square.  The  water 
supply  was  derived  from  the  public  pump  there,  the  water  from 
which  has  proved  to  be  above*  suspicion.  As  soon  as  the 
analyst  reported  on  November  6th  that  some  of  the  water  supplies 
were  polluted,  notices  were  posted  advising  that  all  water 
should  be  boiled  After  that  date  no  further  cases  have  occurred 
here  ; except  one  in  January  at  a previously  infected  .louse,  soon 
after  the  return  of  the  first  patient  from  hospital. 

Water  from  several  other  wells  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
village  were  also  analysed  and  found  to  be  polluted,  although 
no  cases  had  occurred  at  the  houses. 

The  wells  were  treated  w'itli  Chloros,  and  those  which 
have  been  analysed  again  after  this  showed  considerable 
improvement,  but  their  condition  is  still  not  very  satisfactory. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  may  be  tabulated  as  follows: — 


Cases  Involved. 

Well  at 

nnallest  quantity 
in  which  B.  Coli 
was  found. 

2 (4,  *8; 

A 

absent  in  100  c.c. 

3,  5,  0 

R 

1 c c. 

\ 

C 

1 c.c. 

i 

\ 

after  treatment  with  Chloros 

60  c.c 

0 10 

f 

D P'or  slopping  purposes  only. 

01  c.c. 

l 

Pye  Corner  Public  Pump  for  drinking 

10  c.c. 

11 

Falcon  Square  Public  Pump 

absent  in  100  c.c. 

/ 

private  well  X 

01  c.c. 

l 

,,  after  treatment 

1 C.C. 

/ 

private  well  Y 

01  c.c. 

l 

,,  after  treatment 

10  c.c. 

— 

private  well  Z 

60  c.c. 

— 

C.  E.  School 

absent  in  20  c.c. 

— 

Council  School 

60  c c.  f 

— 

Olmpel  Green  Public  Pump 

20  c.c. 

*Both  infected  from  case  2 by  direct  contact 
tChemically  very  unsatisfactory 


The  conditions  of  sewage  disposal  have  been  referred 
to,  and  the  worst  wells  were  undoubtedly  those  which  draw  water 
from  (or  below)  the  level  ot  the  sewage-polluted  marsh  ; and  all 
the  cases  that  occurred  were  in  the  lower  part:  of  the  village. 


It  is  to  lie  noted  that  the  first  case  of  the  epidemic 
(September)  is  not  accounted  for  by  polluted  water  supply. 
When  this  one  was,  infected  flies  were  abundant,  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  source  of  infection  can  have  remained 
from  the  case  in  February  in  the  sewage-polluted  swamp  or 
elsewhere.  The  February  case  being  fatal,  the  question  c f 
a carrier  case  was  rendered  less  likely ; and  no  evidence  of  one 
could  be  obtained  during  the  epidemic.  The  milk  supply  was 
investigated  and  found  to  be  above  suspicion.  There  was  very 
strong  evidence  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  due  to 
infected  water. 

All  but  three  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  occurred  in  the  first  half  ot 
the  year  in  Earls  Colne  and  the  two  adjacent  parishes,  where  the 
disease  assumed  epidemic  form.  It  was  so  mild  in  type  that  many 
of  the  cases  were  scarcely  ill  at  all.  and  probably  the  spread  oi 
infection  was  kept  up  by  one  or  more  cases  who  were  never  suffici- 
ently ill  to  consult  a doctor,  and  therefore  were  never  recognised 
and  isolated.  I made  frequent  inspections  of  the  children  attend- 
ing the  schools,  and  of  contacts  of  the  notified  cases,  in  the  hope 
of  discovering  an  unrecognised  case,  but  without  success,  bince 
September,  however,  only  one  case  has  been  reported  in  this  part 
of  the  district. 

By  an  order  of  the  Focal  Government  Board  the  disease 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases 
from  April  ist.  The  disease  is  one  of  the  eyes  of  newborn  child- 
ren, which  frequently  ends  in  blindness,  unless  immediately 
placed  under  vigorous  treatment.  One  case  was  notified  by  a 
midwife  shortly  after  that  date ; and  although  under  her  regula- 
tions she  had  informed  the  parents  that  they  must  call  in  a medical 
practitioner,  they  refused  to  do  so.  The  Council  therefore 
authorised  me  to  procure  medical  treatment  for  the  child  at  once, 
with  the  result  that  its  eyesight  was  saved.  Although  the  order 
does  not  specifically  empower  the  Council  to  make  any  provision 
for  treatment,  the  Focal  Government  Board  sanctioned  the 
expenditure. 

Non-notifiable. — Judging  by  reports  from  the  Head 
Teachers  of  the  Elementary  Schools  and  from  the  Housing 
Inspector  there  have  not  been  very  many  cases  of  the  minor 
infectious  ailments  during  the  year.  Measles  was  prevalent  at 
Earls  Colne  in  the  summer  and  whooping  cough  at  Fittle  Maple- 
stead  in  May.  The  following  schools  were  closed  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  after  consultation  with  me  : — 

Fittle  Maplestead,  May  4th. — May  8th.,  Whooping  cough. 

Earls  Colne  Park  Fane,  July  20th. — July  31st.,  Measles. 
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E PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  question  was  entered  into  at  some  length  last  year. 
The  number  of  cases  notifi.d  in  1914  was  only  10,  but  in  addition 
four  deaths  were  certified  as  having  been  caused  by  tuberculosis, 
by  medical  practitioners  who  had  omitted  to  notify  the  cases  during 
life.  This  gives  a total  of  14  iresh  cases,  all  of  which  I have 
included  in  Table  II.  Ten  of  this  number  were  cases  of 
pulmonary  inberculo  is.  Last  year  the  numbers  were  21  and  19 
respectively.  The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
begint  ing  of  the  year  was  21.  Of  these  35  cases  8 have  died, 
leaving  27  on  our  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  Three  cases  from 
this  district  have  received  treatment  in  a sanatorium  this  year. 
There  is  a widespread  feeling  that  every  case  is  entitled  to  receive 
treatment  in  a sanatorium  under  the  Insurance  Committee  or 
County  Council.  It  cannot  be  too  clearly  understood  that  only  at 
certain  stages  of  the  disease  will  any  benefit  be  derived  from  such 
treatment,  and  as  it  is  eery  expensive  it  must  only  be  reserved 
for  such  cases  as  are  likely  to  benefit  therefrom. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate — .Froi-n  Table  III  it  will  be  seen 
that  seven  deaths  from  Phthisis  have  occurred,  which  gives  a 
death  rate  from  this  cause  of  .674  Rates  based  upon  such  small 
numbers  are  of  no  value  for  comparative  purposes,  and  so  I have 
calculated  the  average  death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  (19 10-14), 
which  is  '638,  and  for  the  previous  five  year  period  (1905-9),  which 
is  662  * 

The  death-rate  tor  the  County  for  1913  was  79  and  for  its 
Rural  Districts  "65,  so  that  I am  glad  to  say  that  phthisis  does 
not  appear  to  be  unduly  prevalent. 

F.  INVESTIGATION  OF  OTHER  DISEASES.  . 

Apart  from  the  four  deaths  from  enteric  fever  the  death 
returns  have  not  suggested  any  special  action  under  this  heading. 

Veneral  disease  is  not  very  prevalent,  I am  glad  to  say; 
there  are  no  local  facilities  for  modern  methods  of  diagnois  and 
treatment. 

Cancer  — On  Table  III  are  shown  15  deaths,  which  gives 
a death-rate  of  1.35  for  the  year 

The  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  1.37  and  for  the 

*These  two  rates  are  not  strictly  comparable,  as  the  latter  series  includes 
deaths  from  phthisis  of  persons  sent  from  this  district  to  the  County  Asylums 

In  the  majority  of  these  cases  the  disease  is  probably  not  contracted, 
in  this  district,  although  the  deaths  have  to  be  assigned  to  it  for  statistical 
purposes. 

(Ini'  of  tlie  seven  deaths  from  phthisis  this  year  occurred  in  an  Asylum, 
so  that  only  six  took  place  in  the  district,  giving  a nett  death  of  '5<!l, 
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previous  five  years  is  1.28.  The  County  death-rate  for  T913  was 
.87,  so  that  our  rates  are  persistently  rather  high  I think  this  is 
probably  clue  to  the  undue  proportion  of  older  persons  in  our 
population. 

G MEANS  FOR  PREVENTING  MORTALITY  IN 
CHILD-BIRTH  AND  INFANCY. 

The  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
From  Table  IV  it  will  be  seen  that  16  deaths  occurred  under 
the  age  of  one  year,  4 of  which  were  in  the  first  week  of  lire.  1 lie 
mortality  rate  is  82  per  per  1000  births,  while  that  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1914  is  105.  During  the  year  a circular  was  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  and  the  importance  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  yards  and  ashpits,  &c. 

Owing  to  the  low  mortality  rate,  the  difficulties  of  adminis- 
tration, and  the  absence  of  any  local  association  which  might  be 
of  assistance,  I felt  it  difficult  to  recommend  the  Council  to  adopt 
the  Act,  or  to  ask  the  County  County  to  do  so,  although  grants 
in  aid  of  any  work  undertaken  in  this  connection  were  offered 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  this  year  for  the  first  time. 

H-  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  I.  Birth  and  Death  Rates. — The  number  of 
births  registered  in  the  district  was  194,  and  one  child  was  born 
elsewhere,  whose  parents  reside  in  this  district,  making  a total  of 
of  195,  The  birth-rate  for  1914  is  i8'8  per  1000  of  population, 
which  is  extiemely  low.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1914  is  23.6 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  124,  to 
which  must  be  added  the  deaths  elsewhere  of  21  residents  of  the 
district,  less  one  death  in  the  district  of  a non-resident,  giving 
a nett  total  of  144,  and  a nett  death-rate  ot  13.9,  which  is  the 
highest  for  some  years 

Before  comparisons  can  be  made  with  the  death-rates  01 
different  districts,  or  of  England  and  Wales,  a further  correction 
must  be  made. 

It  is  obvious  that  a district  containing  an  undue  proportion 
of  the  very  old  must  have  a higher  death-rate  than  a district 
with  an  undue  proportion  of  persons  in  the  prime  of  life. 
Factors  for  correcting  for  differences  between  the  age  and  sex 
constitution  of  individual  districts  and  that  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole  have  therefore  been  calculated  by  the  Registrar-General 
on  the  census  population  of  1911,  and  for  this  district  the 
death-rate  must  be  multiplied  by  -8o86  to  allow  for  this.  This 
gives  a standardised  death-rate  for  comparative  purposes  of  1 1 2, 
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The  corresponding  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  tor  the  year 
is  13-6. 

It  will  therefore  he  seen  that  the  Halstead  Rural  District 
contains  an  undue  proportion  of  persons  of  the  age  groups  in 
which  the  death-rate  is  highest. 

Table  II  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  disease,  which 
have  already  been  discussed  (p.p.  11-14.) 

Table  III  analyses  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death. 

Table  IV.  Infantile  Mortality.  The  table  is  satis- 
factory and  has  been  discussed,  (p.15.) 

Table  V-  Factories  and  Workshops.  The  work  under 
this  heading  has  already  been  referred  to.  ip.9.) 

I.  RAINFALL,  1914. 

By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Edgar  T.  Adams  I am  able  to  give 
the  following  table  of  the  amount  of  rainfall  measured  at  the 
Brewery  House,  Halstead  : — 


January 

1'54 

July 

2 85 

February 

2-12 

August 

■fit) 

March 

4-12 

September 

112 

April 

0-67 

October 

1-43 

May 

1 -30 

November 

252 

June 

1T0 

December 

6-34 

Total  ..  25-71  inches. 


The  climatic  conditions  have  been  exceptional.  After  a 
very  wet  March,  there  followed  a long  period  of  dry  weather, 
light  up  to  the  end  of  October,  but  fortunately  the  temperature 
was  not  so  high  as  to  favour  the  development  of  infantile 
diarrhoea.  The  concluding  month  of  the  year  was  the  wettest 
on  record. 

I11  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  the  help  they  have  given  me  in  preparing  this 
report. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


April,  1915 


E.  BERTRAM  SMITH. 


Summary  of  Work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  the  Halstead  Rural  District  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1914. 


Total  Number  for  Year. 

First  District. 

Second  District. 

1 

Complaints  received 

1 

10 

9 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 

111 

173 

3 

Nuisances  abated 

66 

84 

4 

Nuisances  remaining  unabated 

60 

114 

5 

Formal  Notices  served 

7 

18 

6 

Summonses  taken  out 

1 

2 

7 

Convictions  obtained 

1 

I 

8 

Lodging-houses  inspected 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

none  in  district 

— 

9 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  ... 

5 

5 

F requency  of  Inspection 

every  3 months 

every  3 months 

10 

Bakehouses  inspected 

6 

16 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

every  3 months 

every  3 months 

11 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  inspected 

30 

7 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

every  2 months 

every  3 months 

12 

Cowsheds  inspected 

30 

16 

13 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

No.  of  Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  examina- 

every  2 months 

every  3 months 

14 

tion  for  cleanliness,  tubercle  bacilli,  etc. 
Filthy  Houses  cleansed,  sec.  46  Public 

— 

— 

Health  Act,  1875 

— 

15 

Houses  disinfected 

27 

16 

17 

Overcrowding  abated 

Houses  erected  or  re-built  for  which  Water 

1 

— 

“Certificates”  were  applied 

4 

7 

18 

“ Certificates  ” granted 

4 

7 

19 

,,  deferred 

— 

- 

20 

21 

Public  Wells,  total  No.  in  District 

New  Public  Wells  sunk  or  improved  sup- 
plies of  Water  afforded 

12 

1! 

22 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired  ... 

1 

23 

Wells  closed 

— 

— 

24 

Privies,  No.  in  District 

618 

746 

25 

„ No.  abolished  during  the  year 

14 

28 

26 

27 

Pail  Closets,  No.  in  District  ... 

Water  Closets,  No.  in  District  without 

172 

340 

flushing  cistern 

5 

55 

28 

29 

Water  Closets  with  flushing  cisterns 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired  ; W.C.'s  sup- 

78 

210 

30 

plied  with  water 

Water  Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  or 

8 

6 

covered 

— 

31 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed 

— 

32 

33 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  Analysis 
Compensation  paid  for  destruction  of 

19 

infected  bedding 

— 

— 

34 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Meat,  &c. 

— 

— 

H.  O.  CROSS,  Sanitary  Inspector,  First  District, 
W.  H.  EADE,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Second  District. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  Years. 


I 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1914. 
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Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 


TABLE  III. 

J iuses  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 

HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  ok  Death. 

C/5 

4/ 

-L 

1/ 

s 

Zj 

f~  75 
“ U. 

2 and  under  5 

years. 

1 r, 

41 

*2  s- 

•u  >> 

ft 

ir, 

S 

■z  c/J 

— u 

4» 

rz  1 r. 

M 

\r. 

<4* 

s it 

_ 4> 

rt  1/1 

\r, 

n 

Jj 

— 

Zj 

.t  i r, 

65  and  up- 

wards. * 

AH  Causes  i Certi,'ied 

135 

12 

2 

0 

3 

8 

25 

j 79 

.\u  causes  ^ Uncertified 

9 

4 

5 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-pox 

3.  Measles 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

(1.  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

7.  Influenza 

8.  Erysipelas 

9.  Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

4 

; 

*1 

0 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis; 

10.  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

11.  Other  Tuberculous 

7 

... 

9 

3 

diseases 

1 2.  Cancer,  malignant 

1 

... 

1 

disease 

15 

... 

1 

5 

9 

13.  Rheumatic  lever 

14.  Meningitis 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

1 

17 

4 

1 

13 

10.  Bronchitis 

14 

1 

13 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

18.  Other  diseases  of  respir- 

0 

3 

9 

1 

atory  organs 

1 

1 

19.  Diarrhoea  find  Enteritis... 
20  Appendicitis  find 
Typhlitis 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

21a.  Alcoholism 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

4 

1 

... 

3 

disease 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

24.  Other  accidents  and 

diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

25.  Congenital  Debility 

and  Malformation, 
including  premature 
birth 

26.  Violent  deaths,  ex- 

cluding suicide 

27.  Suicide 

4 

1 

1 

9 

7 

1 

... 

1 

4 

1 

28.  Other  defined  diseases  ... 

29.  Diseases  ill-defined  or 

unknown 

55 

4 

•) 

1 

7 

39 

Totals 

144 

16 

9 

8 

25 

84 

Total  Deaths  whether 

of  “Residents"  or 

•‘Non-Residents”  in 

Institutions  in  the 

District. 


TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1914.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week. 

C/5 

C J 

c u 

✓ 

ri 

C/5 

AC 

O 

4> 

cr-, 

M 

C/5 

4) 

<U 

✓ 

T 

1 

f*5 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  & under 

3 months. 

3 months  & under 

6 months. 

ZJ 

3 C/5 

5 ^ 

VO 

u 

u 

*3 

~ c fi 

0 £ 
E 

Total  deaths 

under  i year. 

/Certified 

All  Causes  /Uncertified 

1 

3 

1 

1 

..* 

4 

3 

i 

3 

1 

3 

1 

12 

4 

f Small-pox 
| Chicken-pox 

J Measles 
j Scarlet  Fever 
| Whooping-Cough... 

... 

i 

1 

2 

V Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 
-!  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (b)  .. 

1 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 

2 

... 

2 

1 

3 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
(Diarrhoea 
/Enteritis 

1 

1 

Gastritis 

Syphilis  ...  . ... 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis 

l Congenital  Malformations 
| Premature  birth  ... 

2 

i 

3 

1 

1 

n 

O 

j Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
l Marasmus 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Causes 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Totals  ... 

4 

i 

1 

1 

1 

7 

i 

4 

3 

1 

16 

Nett  Births  / Legitimate  193  Nett  Deaths  in  f Legitimate  infants  15 

in  the  year  I Illegitimate  2 the  year  of  \ Illegitimate  infants  1 
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TABLE  V. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ] i)  1 4 , for 
the  Rural  District  of  Halstead  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  1901,  in  connection  with  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORK- 
PLACES and  HOMEWORK. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Writ.  N'ot'cs. 

Prosecut’ns 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises 

108 

• » 

*5 

— 

included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

113 

o 

. . DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Pin  ticulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number 

of 

Prosec  u oils 

Want. of  Cleanliness 

j 

4 

— 

— 

3.  HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  twice  a year. 

Lists  received  once  a year. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Con-  ! Work- 

tractors.  men. 

Outworkers 

Lists.  | 

Con-  ' Work 

tractors.  1 men 

Wearing  Apparel- 
Making,  etc. 

») 

- 

•) 

4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  is.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number. 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

9 

Laundries  ...  • 

1 

Smiths  ...  : 

11 

Carpenters  • 

1 1 

Bakehouses  •• 

-- 

Others  . .. 

-2  , 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

79 

5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class.  Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  allix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133, 

1901) 

Action  taken  in  matters  re-> 
ferred  by  H.M.  Inspector! 

as  remediable  under  the  Notified  by  H.  M.  Inspector  ..  y^il 

Public  Health  Acts,  but  - 

not  under  the  Factory  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M. 
and  t Workshop  Acts  (s.  5 Inspector 
1901)  1 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


— 23  — 


